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REPORT 


COUNTRY Bulgaria 

SUBJECT Bulgarian Resistance Potential 


DATE DISTR. 25 Hov. 1955 
NO. OF PAGES 5 


DATE OF INFORMATION 


REFERENCES: 


PLACE ACQUIRED 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


Resistance Qroups 

group, eonsisting of about 70 persons^L Jhad.been arresteti^by the 

Tl? 1 !? Mllltal y a - W in Sllistra (N .44-08', 

E 27-17) -in 1954. This group was sent to a prison ln Ruse. 

PaBBlve ReslBtance 

time oomplained to tneir neighbors or frlend^about r the 8 varlous e bad 
^ a ®^ 0rs * such as working oonditions, poor wages , laok of 
houslng, and scaroe oommodltles, whlch could be attributed to 
«™L?r? S £ nt re 8 iin ® • In a Imos t every famlly or soolal gathering, 
was P over! 8 asalnst the reslme inevitably arose before the evenlng 

Strlkes and absenteelsm were praotioally non-exlstent . The popula- 
the? would e iJoh»Mv t h&t if ^ e y p artl°ip ate d ln any such moves, 

pKMsys rs n for a loo g f iajy.ay! ^ 

Dartle?D*tS ,d lnPlovdi v . durltlg 1953,where tobacco fl«l<j worlwrs 
were 1 ^? VnJwn Th ® outoome and/or reaaops fo r this alleged strlke 

feared°th ally ^ erni ™ a workers to strlke, the t workers h greatly ltU " 

feared the consequenoes of such an act. * 
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In a restaurant where a Communiat was 

dellverlng a speeeh whlch glorified the Party, the guests 
usually feigned Sleep, apoke to other patrona sitting behind them, 
or paid no attentlon to the Communiat speaker. 
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5. The f ollo wlng posslble acta of sabotage ire the only ones known 


a* Purina 195? . 

persona speak of the newly-renovated 

passenger vessel, the PIMITUR BLAGOEN (formerly the CZAR SIMION), 
whlch had been blown up and gutted by flre on the evening of 
8 September 1952. The shlp was 80 m long and allegedly had a 
capaclty of 1,200 paasengers. The local populace had expected 
Bulgarla's Premier, Chervenkov, to be in Ruse to christen the 
vessel on the followlng day, a natlonal Bulgarlan holiday, 

\ Liberation of Bulgarla by Communists"). Local Ruse newspapers 
claimed only thatSan explosion had occurred in the vessel 's 
engine rooma and that the vessel was practically destroyed by 

~l approxlmately 120 shipyard 

workera had been arreatea but they had been released later 
due to laok of evidenoe. It was rumored among the populace 
that an unldentlfled Yug oalavlan Immigrant had aabotaged the 
veaael and then esoaoed . 


^ an attempt was made by anldefttlfled 

persona to blow up the piant on the evening of 8 September 1952. 
Thia piant produced varioua typea of agrioultural maohine 
equlpment, suoh as combines, harrowera, and other farming im- 
plementa normally towed by traotora or vehioles. Acoording to 
hia brother, factory personnel or guards had disoovered a series 
of charges , consisting of lead wires to whlch detonating charges 
had been attached, on the evening of 8 September 1952. These 
lead wires supposedly extended to the four corners of the piant 
and also to a room whrae parta were stored. Rumors among the 
employees claimed thatxhe only device needed to aet off the 
charges was a blasting machine whlch was not found in the piant. 
The piant waa supposed to be blown up on the 9 September 1952 
natlonal holiday. 
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c . P urina 1955 . 1 

„ _ a government flour mlll in 

YamDoi 42-20, 1^26-31), presumed to be the largest in Bul- 
gari a, had bee n destroyed by fire during late 1952 or early 

1953^ the f ire oocurred^on a dav when the^flour mill 

workera were off. j 

fires broke out simul taneously in fOur cor- 

ners ox ^06 xiour mill. Several pilots from an unldentlfled 
airfield near Yambol happened to be pasalng by the flour mill 
and noticed the flames . The pilots attempted to enter the 
flour mill and extinguish the fires but the watchman onMtity 
refused to let them enter. These pilots presumably forced theii 
way into the flour mill and claimed to have Been several unex- 
ploded hand grenades on the floor. f 
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f lour mill workers had started the f ireSj and the 

watchman had been arrested and lmprlsoned for; not perrolttlng the 
pllota to enter the flour mill. | 

d. the-Cfeor- 

gi Milev Industrlal 011 Piant in Sofia had been allegedly blown up 
by saboteurs in 1949. I ' I the piant' s ma- 

nager, a Yugoslavian polit ical immigrant, supposedly bribed an un- 
identified Bulgarian worker tb place two time bombs in the piant 's 
furnaces. Theae time bombs had been set to explode at 1400 hours, 
at which time a ohange of work shift would occur; they expl oded at 
the de slgnated tim e and killed approximate ly five workers . 

thl s wa s an act of sabotage. 

' the 

piant personnel manager was apprehended about one year later but 
the bribed Bulgarian worker escaped. 

e. 7 fire fighting vehicles 

from Sofia and Samakov (N 42-19* E 23-33) wepe oombatting the fires 
of the above oil piant* another fire was allegedly started in an 
unidentified Soviet saw mill in Samakov. Thls saw mill was oom- 
pletely destroyed by fire beoause all f lre-fiahtl ng apparatus was 
at the oil piant. \ the fire at Sama- 

kov had been dellberateiy started* by unknown persons, beoause it 
was too oo Mp ldental that the fire fighting vehloles from Samakov 
were i$i, Sofia at the time. 

Popular Attltudes Towards the Reglme 

Bulgarlans most dlsliked and frequently complained about the low-wage 
level as compared to the hlgh priees for food and olothing. Another 
complaint was the lack of work and the laok of free time. Only good 
Party members had no diffioulty finding decent eraploymentj the in- 
gratiating, self-professed type of Party member had the best Jobs . 

the population had little leisure time after work- 
mg hours since the Party always scheduled Party-sponsored assemblies 
which consumed their spare time. For example, perpofiB had to attend 
evening meetings of Dimitrov's Union of the People's Youth (Dimitrov- 
-3’ci Sayuz na Narodnata Mladezh - DSNM) , -i fee Voluntary Organization 
for Defense Assistance (Dobrovolna Organizatsiya za Sudeistvie na 
Otbrana - D0S0), the Red Cross, as well as meetings oalled to cele- 
brate Communiat holidays. Consequently, the population rarely attended 
movies or other types of amusement during their free time. 

Bulgarians '.(1'dlslike for the present regime 
was BTjeaany increasing, particularly, that^Ofathose livihg in villages. 

as an example of what 'oould h^ppen theres 
a pnvaue rarmer naa Deen ievied a harvesting quota of 2,000 kg. for 
a certain erop of which 1,000 kg. was intended for the government and 
1,000 kg. for himself. However, due to poor weather, his fields yielded 
nly 1,000 kg. As his quota had been fixed at 2,000 kg., an excuse was 
^ot accepted for the fact that he had only reaped 1,000 kg. and he waB 
stili forced to give 1,000 kg. to the government. This left the far- 
mer wlth none and he found it difficult to feed hiB faraily. 

such instances oecurred frequently and, as a resuit, more 
and more farmers were giving up their farm s and moving to the clties 
to f ind jobs as laborers . Another example boncerned 

the quota of wool that a private farmer was requlred to furnlsn the 
government . His wool quota was based On the amount of land he had and 
no on the number of sheep he owned. However, when a farmer lacked the 
money to buy the necessary sheep to fulfill his wool quota, the farmer 
suffered, not the government. 
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9. 


the Party appeared to be making limited membership 
gains among the population because slightly more were Joining than 
those who were dropping out. These gains were attributed to the fact 
that certain people loined ln order to get better .lobs or to retaln 
their present jobs. 


Attltude of Youth Toward Regime 


10. The regime had a decided effect pn Bulgarian youth in that the youth 
seemed to believe the propaganda and prbmises more readily than the 
older people who knew what Bulgaria was like before the Communists came 
to power. The youth seemed to beeaaily influenoed, particularly those 
in the 13 to l8-year age group who were too young to understand the 
Party' s aims . 
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11. Young persona weye^piware of the DSNM's existence, a dvantages ■ etc . . 

from pro pa gand a in the newspapers and on the radio. 

Those who joined did so only because membership! in tne organlza- 
j Tion carried great weight with prospective employers. The prlmary alm 
of DSNM was to oonvinoe youth of the value of Communiam but\ 

] less than one per oent of the older union members aotual 
believed the propaganda. Onoe a meraber had oompleted high sohool, he 
usually failed to attend meetings and, because of this, he lost his 
membership. All high sohool students were oompelled to be members of 
the DSNM. 


y 
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12 . 


estlmated 


membership of t he DSNM in Ruse was about 


00 per oent in the 13 to 26-age group and| | membership was 

more important in the oitles than in the vmages because of the em- 
ployment and eduoational advantages in the oities. DSNM members 
rarely praised their organization openly to non-members and did not 
try to induee non-members to Join. In fact, members tried to avoid 
the meetings because they were time-consuming. 
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13. Membership in the Communiat Party in Ruse was much smaller than that 
of the DSNM, possibly only embraclng less than five per oent of the 


population 


"t 


in one f actory with 


14 . 


2,000 employees , tnere were only about 30 members 
Morale of Securlty Forces and Their Attltude Towards the People 

^Bulgariajiseeurlty forces 
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[raission appeared to be guard- 


_i ng_publ le_lns t a 1 la t ions , prote c t ln g P arty functionaries, etc. 

the mora le of Securlty Forces personnei was much better 
than that of the regular army personnei. The duties of members of the 
Securlty Porces were much easier and they seemed to be selected for poli- 
t^cal reliabillty. 


the political attl- 
tude of Securlty Forces personn ei was somewhat slmllar to that of re- 
gular army^personnel^but | ^ J if^an^ op portunity arose, ^Securlty Porces 



^They state that they are loyal but,given the c han ce . they 

fould turn against their superiors and the present regime. 


Antl-Semltlsm 
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15. 


no lnstances of antl-Semltlsm ln B ulgaria but 
there were very few Jews ln Bulgaria after 1944; most fled when 
th 1 Communists came beoause they knew that they would be the first to 
l''se their properties and businesses. ThOBe who remained appeared to 
bf- engaged in commerce. 
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Military Desertione 

16. Deaertion from the Bulgarian Army waa parely attempted beoauae the 

troops feared the con B eauence. which wa a uaually a priaon term of po88lbly 
15 years. However the following individual insfrancea 
of desertione from Trudovak unita between 1951 and 1953 by Trudovaka 
who belonged to the intelligentsia and oould not tolerate the heavy 
raanual labor requlred of them. 

a. In Maroh 1952 whll e in Zv ezdets (K 42-07. E 27^24) . 


17. 


Trudovak waa found sleeplng with 

a oarbine and five rounda of ammunition on hia person. Military 
authorltle8 olaimed that this man waa preparing to desert beoauae 
he h ad atolen the oarbine a nd beoauae th e borde r waa only 1? km . 
awayl 


b. In 1952. 

Trudovaka had suceeeaea in eecaping fromthe vmage 
of steran Karadzhovo (N 42-13, E 26-49) durlng winter 1951. 


In 1952, 


an EM had eaoaped acroaa 


the border into Turkey from an unldentified unit whleh waa subordl- 
nate to the diviaion in Yambol; thia division had been conatrueting 
unknown typea of fortificatione along the BulgarianyTurkish border. 

Realstance Potentlal 

about 70 to 75 per oent of the Bulgarian popula- 
tion wouid openiy reaiat the regime if they were given outaide aid. 


vas ion 


LT 


However ■ 


everyone 

women wouid reaiat 


ls now frightened of everyone elae . 
more than the men beoauae women were not requlred to work before 9 Sep- 
tember 1944 and that now, everyone worka. I the 

popqlation wouid participate in more aabacage ana otner anti -communiat 
.ctivity if they had more f reedom of movement and apeech . 


18 . 


ne ver heard of any eaaea of resi8tanee by religioua groupa In 
Bulgaria which were predominantly membera of t he Orthodox Chureh. The 


only peraona attendlng church aervicea in Ruae 
were women and peraona who were over 50 yeara or age. The younger 
generation, apeolfically malea, did not attend church aervicea due to 
fear of retaliat ion and poaalble haraaament by government and Party 
off iciala . • 


19 


_| villagera and farmera wouid be the 
first to give aupport to the Alliea beoauae they aeemed to be the moat 
' t ; essed group . The aecond moat eager group wouid be the white-collar 
workers beoauae they were the moat underpaid of ali worker groupa and, 
as a resuit, were dlagruntled. laborera in third 

'Tace. 


20 . 


| if the populatlon heard rumora or facta about an 
Aiiied approach, their greateat fear wouid stili be the Security Po- 
li ce. He believes that if an Allied landlng occurred from the Black 
S* - »., the population of Sofia wouid immediately begin liquidating low- 
level MIA a gents and Party off iciala and wouid sabotage army military 
units; this wouid occur aa soon as the army moved to 

another front to repel an Allied landing^a fjlao, that if the population 
I . new that material aid suoh as arma and ammunition, wouid be furnlshed 
them, aucto aid wouid serve to organize the population against the pre- 
sent regime. 
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